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cost of employee health insurance, 
those businesses will in turn use their 
savings to invest in new products and 
hire new employees. And by expanding 
the utility of Flexible Spending Ac-
counts, we will promote more health 
care competition and help Americans 
save money on their insurance costs. 

All of these new policies will help 
break down the barriers between the 
American people and the affordable 
quality health care that they demand. 
And they will also break down the bar-
riers between them and the thriving 
competitive and prosperous 21st-cen-
tury economy that they deserve. 
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FULFILLING OUR DUTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, before I 
discuss the legislation that will be con-
sidered on the floor this week, I want 
to comment briefly on the continuing 
revelations about the abuse of Iraqi de-
tainees in American custody and the 
need for vigorous congressional over-
sight through full and open committee 
hearings. 

I could not disagree with my friend, 
the majority leader, more when he says 
the idea of a congressional investiga-
tion is like, and I quote, ‘‘saying we 
need an investigation every time there 
is police brutality on the street.’’ 

The abuse of Iraqi detainees, as we 
are learning, is, unfortunately, not iso-
lated, and responsibility extends up 
and down the military chain of com-
mand. We must not abdicate our con-
stitutional responsibility as an inde-
pendent, coequal branch of govern-
ment, as some Members of the other 
body have stated. 

For example, the Senate majority 
leader is quoted today in Congressional 
Quarterly as saying, ‘‘The Senate will 
continue to do its duty. We had several 
hearings last week. We will continue to 
maintain a close watch on the unfold-
ing situation.’’ In fact, they are having 
hearings this week. 

This shocking episode demands a full 
and open inquiry. It demands a bipar-
tisan approach. I urge the Republican 
leadership to work with this side of the 
aisle in getting to the bottom of these 
abuses, in holding the responsible par-
ties accountable and ensuring that it 
never happens again. The world expects 
no less, and we should expect no less 
ourselves. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, while the other 
body exercises vigorous oversight, this 
body will consider a Republican bill 
that will actually increase the budget 
deficit, which is projected at more than 
half a trillion dollars this year alone, 
and three health care bills that would 
do virtually nothing to help the unin-
sured. 

This Republican majority is not re-
sponding to America’s needs. We can, 
we must, do better. 

The Republican bill to make the 10 
percent income tax bracket permanent 
could win overwhelming, perhaps unan-
imous, support if it were paid for. In-
stead, it would add an estimated $218 
billion to the national debt. Our chil-
dren and grandchildren will pay that 
debt. 

The Democratic substitute, in con-
trast, is paid for. Unfortunately, Re-
publican leaders believe that tax cuts 
are a freebie. In fact, the chairman of 
the House Committee on the Budget, 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE), 
said in March, and I quote, ‘‘We don’t 
believe that you should have to pay for 
tax cuts.’’ 

It is that mathematically challenged 
philosophy, that denial of reality that 
continues to stall negotiations on the 
2005 budget. House Republicans refuse 
to pay for tax cuts. House Democrats, a 
bipartisan majority of the Senate and 
the chairman of the Federal Reserve, 
Mr. Greenspan, fully support pay-as- 
you-go budget rules. In fact, if my Re-
publican friends missed the comment 
of Chairman Greenspan last week, let 
me repeat it. He said, ‘‘The free lunch 
has still not been invented.’’ 

This week, the Republican leadership 
will also put three health care bills on 
the floor, apparently in recognition of 
Cover the Uninsured Week. 

Today in America, the richest, most 
powerful Nation on the face of the 
Earth, 44 million Americans do not 
have health insurance; and that figure 
has increased by 4 million since Presi-
dent Bush took office. Yet none of the 
Republican health care bills directly 
addresses this growing problem. 

We have already passed two of these 
three bills, on medical liability and as-
sociated health plans, almost in ex-
actly the same form; so we are simply 
repeating that which we have already 
done, presumably for political purposes 
as opposed to substance. The third, on 
Flexible Savings Accounts, would 
mostly benefit those who are already 
insured. 

House Democrats, by comparison, 
will introduce three health care bills 
this week that, together, would provide 
health insurance for more than half of 
the 44 million uninsured. These bills 
are aimed, Mr. Speaker, at three grow-
ing groups of uninsured: those with low 
income, retirees, and small businesses 
and the self-employed. 

I say to my friends on the Republican 
side, our constituents did not send us 
here to pretend to legislate, to repeat-
edly pass legislation so that it could go 
to the Senate. They sent us here to 
solve problems and fulfill our duty. 
This week, there is ample evidence 
that we are doing neither. 
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DOUBLE STANDARDS APPLIED 
REGARDING TERRORISM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. COBLE) is recognized dur-
ing morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the infa-
mous Iraqi prison photographs with 
which we are so familiar portray de-
plorable scenes for which we will apolo-
gize. I am concerned that these inap-
propriate practices occurred, but I am 
further concerned regarding the double 
standards that many countries apply 
regarding terrorism, and I will discuss 
that in detail herewith. 

Much attention has been directed, 
Mr. Speaker, against America regard-
ing the Iraqi prison matter; but com-
paratively speaking, little has been ex-
pressed against the terrorists. 

Who will apologize or express concern 
for the 9/11 attack and the 3,000 inno-
cent lives lost? 

Who will apologize for the first at-
tack to the World Trade Center and 
subsequent attacks upon our embassies 
and the U.S.S. Cole? 

Who will apologize for the recent 
deadly explosion in Spain? 

Who will apologize regarding hos-
tages who were mutilated and hanged 
from a bridge while onlookers gleefully 
applauded and laughed obscenely? 

These questions are rhetorical, Mr. 
Speaker, because no apologies are 
forthcoming, and many do not appear 
to be concerned about it. 

I am told that the majority of Iraqis 
wanted Saddam removed from power, 
but they were unwilling and were in-
capable of doing the job themselves be-
cause they feared Saddam and knew 
the pain and torture he was capable of 
inflicting upon them. 

Incidentally, Mr. Speaker, Saddam’s 
rape rooms are no longer open for busi-
ness, nor are Saddam’s torture cham-
bers. Why do we hear virtually nothing 
about the rape rooms and the torture 
chambers having been shut down? They 
are shut down because America, Great 
Britain, and coalition members stepped 
forward and Saddam retreated to his 
spider hole where he was captured. 

Some in Iraq embrace us as lib-
erators, while others, including terror-
ists from beyond Iraq, reject us as oc-
cupiers. 

b 1245 

The closer Iraq approaches freedom 
and democracy, the more impediments 
and barriers the terrorists will erect. 

When the government is handed over 
to the Iraqi Council on 30 June, many 
have declared, oh, the Americans must 
never leave because civil unrest may 
erupt. Well, I agree, we cannot abrupt-
ly depart, but Iraq needs to step up to 
the plate on 30 June. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an expression 
uttered in the rural South to indicate 
appropriate timing. This expression is 
called ‘‘high time.’’ So I say today it is 
high time for Iraq to accept responsi-
bility and express a willingness to gov-
ern and stand up to terrorism. If they 
want us to leave, they can show the 
world they are capable of governing re-
sponsibly. They can show the world 
they have the fortitude to avoid in-
timidation by terrorists and the evil 
practices they dispense. 
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